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HE Farmers of the Crown Lands moſt: - 
humbly repreſent to your Majeſty, That- 
little accuſtomed to take part in queſti- 
ons belonging to the Church, they have at firſt 
ſeen with indifference thoſe which have ariſen 
on the. ſubject of certificates of confeſſion : but 
the.clamour of this diſpute having excited their 
curiolity, they have ventured to take it under 
confideration, without having any view to their 
own private advantage. The pains: they have 
taken have not however been thrown” away: 
they have happily found that the conteſt was not 
quite foreign to them, and that independent of TIE 
the intereſt of religion, the uſe of certificates pp 
confeſſion may be eaſily made to contribute to e 
the increaſe of the 6 2 They have _ W 
„ | EM ,_ 1016 2 
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fore conceived a project, the moſt important 


perhaps that ever was invented by an Under-far- 


mer; becauſe it is as ſimple in its own nature, 
as it is fruitful in the benefits to be produced 
from it. This project conſiſts in ſubjecting cer- 
rificates of confeſſion to the formality of being 
ſtamped. 

Ihe new ſyſtem of the Petitioners bas this re- 
markable in it, that by being of a mixed na- 
ture, it is equally adapted to preſerve to the 
Church the poſſeſſion of a multitude of ſpiritual 
advantages, and to procure very conſiderable 
ones to the State. It is not common for ſup- 
plicants in their requeſts, to offer ſuch exalted 
motives z but it is a flattering conſideration to 
them to think, that they ſhall deſtroy the an- 


cient prejudice, that the collectors of the re- 


venue are of no ſervice to religion. 
To render your Majeſty ſenſible of the ad- 


vantages the Church wil reap from this pro- 
Jett, it is indiſpenſibly neceſſary that we enter 
into a detail of thoſe ſhe derires from certifi- 


cates of confeſſion. ' 


The Petitioners will not ne cheir own | 
obſervations on this ſubject; they have con- 


ſulted the Sorbonne; can they then err, while 


inſtructed and guided by theſe learned maſters, 


lo {crupulous in ſcanning theſes, ſo exact in the 
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cenſure of thoſe who are erroneous; ſo warm ti 


and fo ſevere: in puniſhing thoſe who have ſup- I 
ported or approved them? No greater ſecurity 

againſt error can there be, than their ſuffrage, | 
who, like the moſt attentive commiſſioners, -1n- | 
ceſſantly watch the barriers of the Church, to f 


forbid the entrance of all contraband: opinions. 


Your Petitioners have learnt from theſe | 
dottors, that the e, * certificates of con- 
2 feſſion F 
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authority.“ 
ovn dioceſe; he can at his pleaſure change the 
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I kein is a cuſtom reſpectable in itſelf, lawfullß 
| eſtabliſhed, and infinitely uſeful to the ſociety of 
the faithful. | 


Leaving to the learned the care of diſcover- 


ing its origin, which without doubt is derived 
from the moſt early ages, it ought to be ſuffi- 
cient that we know it to be authoriſed by the 
Biſhops; for a great prelate aſſures us “, it 


owes its birth to the moſt grave and prudent 
Every Biſhop is ſovereign in his 


ancient cuſtoms, and introduce new ones: if 


they are unneceſſary, if they are even inconve- 
nient, is is no concern of the inferiors; their 


part is a blind ſubmiſſion. Now the prelates, 
(or which is the ſame thing, a majority of them) 


who are as infallible in their dioceſſes, as the 
Pope is with reſpect to the whole Church, re- 
gard the producing a certificate of confeſſion, 


Jas a prelude abſolutely neceſſary to the r eceiving 
I the ſacraments : 


Whoever is not the bearer of 
theſe certificates, muſt therefore want one of the 


moſt eſſential diſpoſitions for receiving the Eu- 
' Fehariſt in a worthy and acceptable manner. 


Let it not be imagined, that this practice is 


one of thoſe little affairs of policy which may 


eaſily be ſacrificed to the circumſtances of the 


times. We are able to judge of its importance 
by the zeal. which the Archbiſhop of Paris 


ews for its preſervation. This learned pre- 


Bate, perſuaded from good grounds, that there 
Is no ſalvation without a certificate of confeſſion, 
Has ordered all his Clergy to refuſe the ſacra - 


ents, even to the dying, when the confeſſion 


- Letter from the Archbiſhop of Sens to a M*##** coun- 
Fellor in parliament, of the 25t 


of April, 17529 
ES is 
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is not juſtified by a note properly "atteſted: 
Scarce did he ſee the famous decree of the par- 
liament, which is in fact only proper to give a 
falſe peace to the Church, than ſtrongly alarm- 
ed at its contents, he ſet every engine at work 
to prevent its fatal effects. Inſtantly, by a 
laudable and pious addreſs, he made the Clergy 
of the Capital ſign a petition, in which, atteſting 
with as much exactneſs as ſmeerity, the exiſtence 
and the neceſſity of this holy cuſtom, he in- 
treated them to undertake its defence. If any 
one of his curates have ſhewn coldneſs and in - 
difference, what has he not done to rouſe the 
ſunk courage of theſe timid ſubalterns, who 
had not the reſolution to ſet their ſeal to their 
faith by an authentic ſubſcription ? He has de- 
termined ſome generouſly to give their teſtimo- 
ny, and has hindered others from falling, by 
fercing them to eraſe the corrections they had 
added to his memorial. 

But to form a juſt idea of tlie precious ad- 
vantages of theſe certificates of eonfeſſion, their 
origin muſt be ſought in the fundamental 


maxims of religion. ee 
It was formerly thought that, as it is taught 
in the goſpel, the buſineſs of Chriſtianity was' 
to recal men from the wandering imaginations 
of the heart, and to draw them nearer to God, 
by reforming their thoughts and actions; that 
Feſus Chriſt came upon earth to make ſaints, 
who were to walk faithfully and conſtantly in 
the path of the divine commandments, whoſe | 
courſe was not to be interrupted by mortal ſins; 

they believed, with the holy apoſtle St. Paul, 

that a fornicator, a covetous, or a railer, or a 
drunkard, or an extortioner, could no more 
enter into the kingdom of God, than a Pagan 


* 
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and an Idolater : and that if they had been 
ſuch before they were Chriſtians, they ought no 


longer to indulge themſelves in the practice of 
theſe crimes, after they had once began to make 
a profeſſion of Chriſtianity. They were ſimple 
enough to think with the ancient doctors of the 
Church, that a true Chriſtian never fell into 
theſe exceſſes; and that whoever ſuffered him- 
ſelf to commit them, could not be reckoned in 
the number of the faithful, till the day in which 
uy totally ceaſed from committing ſins of this 
They then talked little of confeſſion, and 
much of converſion and a change of heart. It 
was the faſhion; and they were better pleaſed 
to ſee Chriſtians in a ſtate that made confeſſion 
unneceſſary, than to oblige them to confeſs. 
But theſe are old errors, from which the world 
is at this day happily. reformed. We are now 
ſenſible, that the whole of religion is reduced 
to the ſingle article of confeſſion: that there is 
no obligation more eſſential to a Chriſtian, than 
his confeſſing frequently, or rather, that it is 
almoſt the ſole obligation of Chriſtianity. Is 
not every thing done when we have confeſſed? 
and can ſalvation be denied to him who does 
not die without confeſſion ? The Scripture, there- 
fore, cannot refer to this time, when it ſays, 
many are called, but few are choſen.:” few, very 
few die without confeſſion; therefore few, very 
| few of thoſe who are called fail of being choſen. © 
Beſides, the Church exhorts and preſſes her 
children to communicate often; and we cannot 
be ignorant, that each communion is of no ſer- 
vice, unleſs it be preceded by a particular con · 
feſſion. Now the precept of confeſſing, draws 
after it, by a neceſſary deduction, the obligation 
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| of proving the confeſſion by a certificate. It is 
a maxim as good in theology as in politics, <a 
a rigorous law is not perfect, unleſs it requires a 
written proof of its being put in execution. 
i Nothing can be a better proof, in the opini- 
on of the doctors, our ſagacious maſters, of the 
importance of certificates of confeſſion, than 
the oppoſition raiſed by the enemies of theſe 
certificates to theſe holy maxims. They preſume 
to ſay, that it is not always neceſſary to confeſs 
before the participation of the ſacraments ; that a 
in the lives of the Saints no mention is made of 
their confeſſing till the time of their death: 
that the old Chriſtians made little uſe of this 
remedy : that by the inſtitution of Jeſus Chriſt, 
the law of confeſſing regards only thoſe who are 
in the bonds of iniquity: that it is thus the 
council of Trent has decided this matter : that 
though in that of Lateran, it is ſaid that all the. 
faithful of both ſexes ought to confeſs at leaſt 
once a year, the moſt able divines, and the ca- 
| techiſms themſelves, teach that this obligation, 
| impoſed by the council, regards only thoſe who 
j are guilty of mortal fins, And from hence 
| theſe enemies raſhly conelude, that confeſſions 
| not being neceſſary to all, they ought not to 
j demand certificates of all indiſcriminately, be- 
cauſe it would be unreaſonable to oblige men 1 
to prove that they have done what they were 
f Ander no obligation to perform. 
What groſs errors! Theſe innovators do not 
EN fee, that it is not now as it was in former ages, 
; | in which Chriſtians were to walk all the days of 
=o their liv& in the ways of holineſs and juſtice 3 | 
and in which the difficulty of recovering loſt 
health, rendered it firm and lafting when once 


key had attained a The Church now com- 7 
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prehends ſo great a number of bad ſpiritual con- 
ſtitutions, that it ought, for the comfort of thoſe - 

who have ſuch a bad habit of ſoul, to diſpenſe 
ready ſuccour ad frequent remedies :- from 

whence reſults a double obligation, namely, on 
the part of the ſinners, that they go with ſpeed 
to confeſſion ; and on the part of the confeſſors, 
that they make ſtill more ſpeed in giving abſo- 
lution. Theſe antient Chriſtians were ſtanding 
miracles; but it is a long time ſince God has 
worked any of theſe wonders: he at preſent pre- 
ſents us with Paradiſe at a much cheaper price. 

The ſum total of morality in all conſciences is 
vitiated by a mortal ſickneſs; it is then certain, 
that in the regular order of things we cannot ar- 

rive at the gate of ſalvation, without confeſſions 

often repeated. - 1143 

The . Petitioners have themſelves furniſhed 
the doctors of the Sorbonne with a new and 

unanſwerable proof, that it is without doubt a 
mortal ſin, and one of .the moſt dreadful kind, 
to defraud the crown of its revenues; yet where 
are the men who have any ſcruple with reſpect 
to this article? This example, independently of 
many others, ſhews, that the habit of falling 
into mortal fin prevails amongſt all your Ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects. Now laws are made for the 
multitude, and ought to be proportioned to the 
wants of the majority of the people; ſuch is the 
foundation of the general and unreſerved precept 
of confeſſion, and conſequently of the univerſal 
obligation to juſtify the confeſſion by a certi- 

n ; MELT 

It muſt not be forgot, that confeſſion is a ri- 
gorous law, the execution of which can be no 
otherwiſe ſecured, but-by the extreme difficulty 
of concealing the breach of it, If, therefore, 

1 5 it 
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it was permitted to make an exception-in behalf 
of the faithful, who believed themſelves free 
from mortal fin, how many men might, perhaps, 
from a ſpirit of party, . abſtain from theſe 


ſins, from the ſingle view of not being obliged 
to give certificates of confeſſions? Could any 
thing be more inconvenient, or attended with 


worſe conſequences? © 


If we pals from the duties of the faithful to 


thoſe of their paſtors, there will ariſe new proofs 


in favour of certificates of confeſſion. It is the 


duty of the paſtors to guard the things that are 


holy for the uſe of the faints; and to exclude 
from the participation of the ſacraments, thoſe 
who have not that pu 1 which they require “. 

But how can they read the 

how aſſure themſelves, by 3 proofs, of 
the true ſtate of their ſouls? St. Auguſtine, in 
his time, found it impoſſible ; and we find by 


his ſermons, that he ſeriouſly employed himſelf 


in giving conſolation to.the truly faithful, who 

complained that they fat down at the holy table 

with liars, with the perjured, and with thieves. 
Thanks to the certificates of confeſſion, all 


theſe difficulties are levelled : by the help of this 


touchſtone they diſcern the juſt rom: af unjuſt; 
they admit none to the marriag but Chriſ: 


_tians who have this 5 garment. They 
| are certain; that by being abſolved from all mor- 


„e cannot neglect this praftice without beinglexpoſed 
1 to the hazard of giving, by ſurprize, the holy communion 


*« to men, noteriouſly guilty and ſcandalous; tn men Who 
10 Five in os Public an — indulgence of hatred and 


& malice ; perhaps to the im ious and to huguenots, Who, 


6e e eee in our holy myſteries, would, under the 
©. appearance of dying like cliridigns and ;cathvlics, ſecure 

„ their wealth from coufiſca or their honour from * 

Lud, Lale from W of Fw. 
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hearts of Chriſtians, 


* 


as 


with the traitor Judas. 


Ama) 


tal fin, by a recent abſolution, they have "the 


holineſs commanded, tho? they have not even 
that which is becoming: they are no longer re- 
duced to the hard neceſſity of imitating the con- 
deſcenſion of Jeſus Chriſt, who communicated 


Our grave doctors have, however, informed 


us, that Pope Benedict XI. did not find theſe 
certificates to his taſte: in a certain Extrava- 


ganteF, properly enough ſo called, this Pope or- 
ders, that the words of ſuch Chriſtians ſnould be 
taken, who declared that they had been confeſſ- 
ed T. There is in this deciſion, a goodneſs of 
foul that is aſtoniſhing, to ſay no worſe of ir. 
Believe Chriſtians on their declaration! what 
would be the conſequence, Sire, if, for the pre- 
ſervation of your rights, we were contented with 
ſuch a ſecurity? Does it not come nearer, both 
to the ſpirit of the Church, and to the charity of 
its paſtors 3 and is it not more for the intereft 
even of the faithful, to ſuppoſe that all thoſe 
who demand the ſacraments are hypocrites, who 
would ſit down to the holy table without being 
waſhed in the pool of repentance? How dah- |. 
gerous would be the belief, that a perſon in the 
agonies of death, juſt ready to appear before his 
Maker, ſhould: be religious enough to prepare 
for death by confeſſion, and fo ſincere as not td 
make a falſe declaration! This was the error of 


$ An Extravaganie is a decree of the Pope added to the 
canon law. n r 

I + Super confeſſione autem factà fratribus memoratis, cm 
de confitentis ſolius præjudicio (ſi ſalſum dicat) agatur in ju- 
dicio animæ, ſeu pœnitentiæ foro; SrABITUS Stier 


'YERBO II L Ius qui ſacramenta petit, & dicit fratribus ſe con- 


feſſum. Duos tamen caſus excipimus; ſcilicet, ſi ſagerdos 
aſſerat eum excommunicatum, aut nOtorie peccatorem. 15 Ex- 


tavag. Commun. L. 53. de privileg. cap. I. 


that 
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that good Pope Benedict XI. who without any 
great knowledge of the human heart, was alto- 
gether as uninſtructed in the holy rigour of ec- 
cleſiaſtical policy. We need, however, no other 
arguments to diſcredit his deciſion, than the ſingle 
reaſon on which it is ſupported. We ought, ſays 
this ſovereign pontiff, to be ſatisfied with the 
declaration of a penitent, becauſe if he is guilty 
of a lie, he injures none but himſelf, What ſad. 
reaſoning is this for a Pope! We muſt then 
have men to damn themſelves whenever they 
are reſolved to do it; and paſtors are not made 
to fave men in ſpight of their teeth. This deci- 
fion, Sire, in which we can recolle& but little of 
the ſpirit of the apoſtolic chair, has not been pro- 
nounced in that ſpecific form which is called ex 
cathedra : but yet as this, as well as a great many 
other authorities ſtill more ancient, may make 
an impreſſion on ſome minds, your Petitioners 
have been adviſed to attack them all by way of 
appeal againſt an abuſes and from this ſubject 
they will draw concluſions, which, tho' directly 
levelled only at the Extravagante of Benedict XI. 
will equally ſtrike at all the other antient monu- 
ments, whoſe ſpirit is recalled and contained in 
this worſt of all deciſions. | 8 
Let us proceed then, under the guidance of 
our doctors, to expoſe the wonderful effects of 
the certificates of confeſſion. They ſerve to dif- 
tinguiſh catholics from heretics. Tho' proteſ- 
tants may be juſtly driven out of the kingdom, 
yet they are found in great numbers; but the 
Church would not diſpenſe to them the favours 
he reſerves for her children: by what marks 
then can ſhe know theſe, the declared enemies of 
her worſhip ? for faith is not to be diſcerned by 
the dreſs or outward figure of the man. A cer- 
ps tificate 
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tificate of confeſſion, however, cannot be miſta- 
ken; for-whoever confeſſes is a good and a moſt 
excellent ' catholic. Happy expedient, - which 
cannot be ſufficiently admired ! It is ſimple in 
its invention, ready in its effects, commodious 
in practice, and infallible when brought as a 
Proof. 

The acer its of theſe bills, the undd 
ſticklers for the antient rites, pretend, that the 
viſits of paſtors, and the profeſſions of faith they 
ought to demand, are the true means of diſco- 
vering heretics; that a certificate of confeſſion is 

a weak obſtacle to the frauds heretics may put in 
Practice; that a proteſtant, when determined to 
receive the holy Viaticum (tho? according to the 
principles of his ſect this is an act of idolatry) 
will not be more ſcrupulous about the ſacrament 
of penance; and that it will coſt him but little 
to buy a certificate by a pretended confeſſion; 
that atheiſts, without any belief at all, may 
think it a duty due to ſociety to confeſs and 
communicate devoutly. They add, that the 
Sieur Blampignon, late curate of St. Merry, be- 
ing called to one of his ſectaries, and required in 
the preſence of witneſſes to hear him, received 
the hiſtory of a diſſembled abjuration, of which 
he repented. The curate, juſtly ſnocked at this 
horrible profanation, conſulted his ſuperior on 
the public adminiſtration of the ſacraments, 

Which they preſſed him to grant; and Cardinal 
Noailles decided the queſtion in favour of the 
fick man, by affirming that the curate could not 
diſpenſe with adminiſtring them. * 

Theſe, Sire, are, according to the doctors of 
the Sorbonne, but trifling objections, that re- 
fute themſelves by the conſequences which they 
draw after them. In this caſe it would be ne- 

ceſſary 


*. 
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ceſſary for the curates and vicars to waſte away 
their lives in continual viſits, in viſits that would 
expoſe them to controverſial diſputes, which re- 
quire a knowledge almoſt incompatible with the 
great employments of a miniſter; and to the ha- 
zard, perhaps, of ſuffering themſelves to be per- 
verted, as was a certain miſſionary who had un- 
dertaken with more zeal than light the conver- 
fion of a mandarin. 
- Why are certificates of confeſſion, in the « eyes 
of theſe innovators, only equiyocal ſigns of or- 
thodoxy ? It is becauſe a heretic may eaſily 
obtain 8 by a fraudulent confeſſion. But 
does the uſing theſe certificates deſerve leſs 
praiſe, becauſe they force the heretic to commit 
a double ſacrifice? No certainly; it is on the 
contraxy, making uſe of this grand principle, 
ſo fruitful of benefit when applied to matters 
relating to the revenue, that the true ſecret of 
rendering frauds more difficult, is to lay men 
under the neceſſity of multiplying them.” | 
- Without the certificate of confeſſion, we have 
no ſecurity againſt the ſtratagems of the hugue- 
nots. A journaliſt, who has good intelligence, 
informs us, that when they are ſick, they ſeize 
the laſt extremity to demand thoſe ſacraments 
which they deteſt. The prieſt, on being inform- 
ed of the danger, makes haſte to ſet out; but 
ſcarcely has he advanced a few ſteps, when he is 
ftopt by a ſecond meſſenger, who informs him 
that the fick man is dead. Theſe children of 
diſſimulation pleaſe: themſelves with theſe ſtra- 
tagems, obtain the honours of burial, and, what 
appears ſtil} more-afflicting, avoid the confiſca- 
tion of their ſubſtance; Strange and horrid pro- 
fanations, that muſt ſadden every heart ſenſible 
to the intereſts of religion! The bodies of = 
who 
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who: had followed the dodirines.of Calvin laid in- 


holy ground] the ſuccefſion of a calviniſt yield-: 
ed to his children! abuſes chat fill the mind 
with horror. Their children, it muſt be con- 
feſſed, are called by the law of nature to 
the wealth which their fathers had received from 
the ſovereign Maſter, who makes his fun ſhine 
on the evil and on the good; but would there be 
the leaſt decency in urging the principles of na- 
tural right in favour of thoſe who are ſeparated 
from the unity of the church? It is, therefore, 
the height of charity in our paſtors to watch 
over the execution of the laws which reduce to 
the horrors of indigence the widows and chil- 
dren of the pretended reformed. They will ne- 
ver think of any thing more proper to haſten 


their entire and ſincere re- union. Violence in 


eons) LAT is the gon means of ſucceed- 
ing. 
"Bur; continue 458 N the certi ilicate 


of confeſſion only removes this inconvenience, 


by bringing on another, which is much more 
conſiderable. What muſt be the fate of the ca- 
tholics, whom ſome ſudden accident deprives of 
reaſon, and ſoon after of life, if the church grants. 
the ſacraments, and the privilege of burial, only 
on the teſtimony of a certificate of confeffion * 


Death will not always wait for our being fur- 


niſhed with ſuch a certificate. If the preſenta- 
tion of ſuch a note is. indiſpenſibly e to 
eccleſiaſtical burial, it muſt be refuſed to the 
faithful when ſurprized by a quick and ſudden 
ſickneſs, at leaſt if our biſhops do not by good: 
and wholeſome decrees forbid all catholics dying 
ſuddenly. Is it not a leſs evil to run the ha- 
zard of giving burial to a worthleſs proteſtant 


by afro than to deny it to a true ſon of the 
church? 
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church? for it is a received maxim, that if is bet? 
ter to ſave many who are guilty than to deſtroy 
one innocent perſon. The antient canons fore- 
ſaw the caſe - a ſick perſon who fell into a le- 
thargy, before the arrival of the prieſt he had 
ſent tor; and they enjoin that upon the teſtimo- 
ny of the neighbours who ſhould anſwer for his 
eager deſire to receive the Euchariſt, the miniſter - 
ſhould put the Hoſt into his mouth. * Why do 
they not follow the ſame wiſe rule, with reſpect ; 
to one whom a diſtemper deprives of reaſon, or 
who is ſnatched away by ſudden death, before it 
was poſſible for him to confeſs ? e 
The Petitioners might have been ſtruck with 
this apparent danger, if the accidents objected 
had been more common, or the law which fre- 
ſcribes the certificates leſs neceſſary. The Bi- 
ſhops who. have dictated the law, have acted 


with authority and with underſtanding. Since 


the certificates are the only ſufficient ſign of ca- 


tholiciſm, there is no room for diſputing; they 
ought to ſubmit. But what, after all, is the 
danger they mention? Some inconveniencies, 
and thoſe ſuch as happen very ſeldom. What 
human law is exempt from them? Are they ig- 
norant, that the moſt perſect are thoſe which 
are attended with the feweſt ? How many much 
greater inconveniencies ought there to be, to. 
hinder the eſtabliſhment of a. regulation from 
which the Church reaps ſuch conſiderable. ad- 


vantage? 


Beſides thoſe which your Petitioners have al · 


ready offered, there àre a throng of others which 


Dent teſtimonium qui eum audierunt, & accipiat pœni- 
terſtiam; & ſi continuò creditur moriturus, reconcilietur per 
manũs impoſitionem, & infundatur ori ejus Euchariſtia: Cone. 
Carthagin. 3. Can, 34. Concil. Carthag. 4. Can. 76. 
4D | mu 
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muſt more and more convince your Majeſty of 
the extreme utility of certificates of confeſſion. 


What, for example, will become of the rules of 
the Church Government, if they do not keep a 
ſtrict hand in the execution of theſe certificates? 
The friars, who pay but little ſubmiſſion to 
their ordinary . paſtors, would go and confeſs: 
the ſick, without troubling themſelves with 
obtaining the. conſent of the vicar. The cer- 
tificate is a curb which retains. them within the 
bounds. of their duty. If theſe breakers of the 
rules of Church Government leave a teſtimony, 
their ſignature which makes them known, makes 
it eaſy to put a ſtop to their proceedings; if, 
from a fear of doing it, they give no certificate, 
they puniſh them, by letting the ſick die with- 
out the Sacraments, i 
III deſigning. men might, perhaps, here ima- 
gine that they had room, to let looſe their 
criticiſms, if they were permitted to reaſon on 
the laws of the Church. What, ſay they, de- 
prive a dying man of the moſt precious conſo- 
lation, only becauſe his confeſſor has forgot to 


9 


make a viſit of ceremony to the vicar? When 
a ſick man calls for his confeſſor, aught he not 


to ſuppoſe that he comes furniſhed with all ne- 
ceflary authority? Muſt he, before he runs 
the hazard of confeſſing, begin by making his 
confeſſor ſubmit to undergo an examination on 
his abilities, and lay before him the teſtimonials 
of his prieſthood, or his letters of approbation? 
And it the confeſſor, after having heard- the 


ſick perſon, ſhould, without pity refuſe the cer- 


tificate, is it juſt that the poor dying man 
ſhould ſuffer. the puniſhment only due to the 
confeſſor; and for an. offence. to which he is 
a ſtranger, be ſtruck with the moſt dreadful 
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excommunication? It is thus that human rea- 
ſow inſolently riſes to oppoſe the laws that are. 


contrary to its dictates. Witha fimple and ſub- 
miſſive faith we place our ſelves above all theſe 
vain arguments : Our teachers who underſtand 


the tubject tell us, that though in this cafe the 


abſolution of a friar be valid, that tho a viſſt 
of ceremony, conſidered in itſelf, be'a matter of 
ſmall moment, it is not the ſas: with the rules 
of Church Government, which cannot be ſup- 


ported without certificates; that it is a thing of 


importance, that the monks be rendered more ci- 
vil and more dependent, to teach them to live 
at the expence of their ſick penitents; and that 
when the general welfare is in queſtion, we 
ought to be in no concern about facrificing a few 


| particular victims. 


Another abuſe of a HIT more frightful n na- 
ture, muſt now be urged in favour of the cer= 


tificates, becauſe they are the only efficacious re- 
medy that can be oppoſed againſt it. The Pe- 


titioners have heard that the Church of France, 


is actually afflicted with a hereſy, which is the 
more dangerous, as in ſpite of the moſt exact 
reſearches, it has hitherto been found impoſſible” 
to diſcover in what it conſiſts. But happily the 
zealous paſtors know the ſectariſts by an infalli- 
ble mark; that is, by theſe heretics defying 
them to prove them guilty of error. 

They therefore [juſtly proceed againſt theſe: 
rous innovators by a total interdiction of 
confeſſion and theſacraments ; but there are found 
amongſt them ſome prieſts, who confeſs in pri- 
vate, and without authority to do it, and who, 
inſtead of the ſurplice and the ſquare cap, eſ- 
ſential parts in the form of confeſſion, preſume 
to remit ſins with their hats on their heads, 2 
a eir 
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their words by their fdes. Theſe covert hide: 
ties Will aot acknbwledge their attachment 0 
o criminal a practice; tor every thing that is 
batt is capable of being denied. They etend 
that cheir manner of attacking; the devil never 
conſiſts in drawing their ſwords againſt hic, and 
that tbey were never furpriſed adminiſtring ab- 
ſolution in ſuch a dreſs. However; it they have 
nothing to feproach them with on this article, 
war can be ſaid; if they ſhelter chemſelves by 
maintaining that the abſolution of any prieſt 
is valid in a: caſe of neceſſity? And in anſwer to 
the whole: charge they may bring an 610 muſty 
hiſtory. of one St. Euſebius, who, ſay they, at 
the timt when the Arians were in credit, made 
no difficulty of running through the world in 
the difguife of a ſoidter, and of exerciſing in 
that habit the moſt cake: functions of a 
miniſter ?: rad e 
However this bez thee Petitioners obſerve, chat 
tho practice of uſing certificates is not leſs ne- 
eeſfaryꝭ in order tu put a ſtop to this diſorder. 
If the abuſe is real, the people muſt no longer 
think of taking abſolution from cheſe contra- 
band! chamber confeſſors, who being declared 
enemies to ſigniug will never expoſe them- 
ſelves by: Ggning certificates. If the accuſation 
3 8 „the certificates will ſerve at leaſt to pre- 
| üs ſcandal. Is there any one among the 
extholie who-otight not to be charmed; that 


: .. 6 "Abe knew.tha at Sy 3 we e of 

de theif f Paſfors, he ran ar ugh Aſſyria, 85 and Pa'g- 
« ſine, 2 like a ſoldier,” and wearin Op His head a 
<< tiara like the Perfians. He: ordaived priells and Ueatons, 
t and; other N were Vabted 2 then Chojich, and 
* when he, met Biſhops. ordained! [evan Biſhops.” 
Fleury $ Recleſtafitcal — "xvi, Rl | 
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only from the fear of ſo great an evil, they 


_ obliged to make uſe of certificates? Woul 


they have the proctors eſtabliſhed to diſcover 


and proſecute for crimes againſt the Church, 


exhauſt themſelves by a fruitleſs ſearch- after 
ſuch offences as are always committed in ſecret ? 
It is both more natural and more reaſonable, to 


impoſe on all chriſtians the ſmall inconvenience 


of certificates of confeſſion. | 

The principle the innovators act from, and 
the example they cite, are of no weight. They 
indeed believe them very ſtrong, becauſe they 


have found by chance, inthe corner of a book, 


an old ſolitary paſſage, of which they make an ill 
uſe. But who has told them, that their Euſebius 
was never ſorry for his conduct, and that ſen- 
ſible of the greatneſs of his fault, he did not 
make haſte to confeſs, in order to obtain abſo- 
lution? Let this Biſhop be a Saint, if they 
pleaſe, what has his ſtep in common with the in- 
novators, and the ſituation of the age in which 
he lived, with the preſent ſtate of the Church? 
Are we reduced to this caſe of neceſſity, at a time 
when we ſee, on all ſides, an holy conſpiracy 
formed, tomultiply confeſſors and confeſſionals? 
If the harveſt is abundant, we have a ſuper- 
.abundance of labourers. Without ſpeaking of 
the ordinary confeſſors with which the pariſhes 
are filled, zealous miſſionaries run through the 
cities and the fields, who diſpatch hundreds of 
finners a day, plant great croſſes and fell little 
ones; and no perſecution ſtops the courſe of 
theſe laborious apoſtles. Is not the Church in 
her moſt Nouriſhing ſtate ? Are not her riches 
immenſe? Do not her Biſhops and her Abbots 
live like great lords? And is not her ſpiritual 
ſtate perfectly anſwerable to her 4 
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Were. ever miſons: more bluſtering and more 

frequent; confeſſions and communions more 
multiplied; ſalutations more brillant, and pro- 


ceſſions more magnificent? In a word, was the 


worſhip of religion ever more rich and more 


. In our days the ſecular power is ſo 
from being armed againſt the Biſhops, that 


it abandons to to them all its authority, to baniſh, 


impriſon and ruin all who oppoſe them. Has 


not the Biſhop of Amiens made an holy and 


admirable uſe of it, in baniſhing "ng their 


country two of his dioceſe, (one of whom was 
the father of many children) who had the raſh- 


neſs to demand the laſt ſacraments for their 


- aunt, without a certificate of confeſſion? What 


then is become of the example of chis Euſe- 
bius? Ken | 
Your Petitioners, Sire, would never have 


done, were they to explain to your Majeſty, all 


the advantages which the doctors in divinity, 
have made them ſenſible of their enjoying, from 
the precious uſe of certificates of confeſſion: 
— are few cuſtoms in the Church in which 
they are ſo much intereſted. 

1 ſerves to preſerve the decency of the ſacred 
functions. We have ſeen every day and in every 
ſtreet, men fall down dead drunk, and the paſ- 
ſengers deceived by their helpleſs condition, run 
to Church to procure them the ſacraments. The 
prieſts arrive: And how ſcandalous is it for 
them to find, that inſtead of a dying man, they 
have one before them who enjoys an indecent 
kind of health, and who only deſeryes to be 
ſick ? Since the Prieſts have walked only by the 
light of the certificates, theſe accidents have ne- 


ver _ 
C 23 


20 ) | 
By the certificates of 'confeſſion it is known to 
widen the faithful go to confeſs ; and this know- 
ledge is more uſeful than can well be imagined. 
When a ſuperior ecclefiaſtic has a 8 * 
heart, which a family, or a wrong · headed guar 
dian difapptoves, he addrefles himſelf — | 
feſſor of the future huſband er wife, and orders 
him to diſpoſe the mind of the one or the other 
in favour of the engagement. In caſe of re- 
bellion on the part of the penitents, a certificate 
of confeſſion is refuſed, which diſqualifies them 
for any other marriage: If it is the confeſſor 
who prevaricates, an interdiction in due form 
immediately follows his diſobediencgſte. 
The uſe of certificates is of admirable advan- 
tage in ſupporting the privileges and immuni- 
ties of the Church. Secular and regular con- 
feſſors are forbid to abſolve and deliver eertifi- 
cates to all thoſe who are juſtly ſuſpected of not 
paying them a due reſpect, and to feeure- the 
fidelity of the confeſſors, they ſuſpend all thoſe 
who have the weakneſs to grant certificates con- 
. trary to the contents of the prohibition : 
Has the curate amongſt his theep a umb lt 
adviſed, who refuſes him the tithe of his apples, 
under a pretence that they are not his due, i- 
mediately, like an able and expeditious man, he 
does himſelf juſtice z he engages the nerghbour- 
| Ing curates to refuſe the certificate of eonfeſſion 
E- to the guilty ; and the refuſal of the tenith ap- 
| ple is puniſhed with the refuſal of the Hoſt, 
On theſe glorious principles, one of the great 
Curates af Paris, (the Curate of St. Sulpice) 
regiſtered every day certificates of confeſfion, 
and kept an exact catalogue of the names of all 
the confeſſors who adminiſtered abſolution to 
the ſick. What a ſalutary forcſight ! If _ 
ies 
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dies. a ſuſpected perſon in the extent of his pa- 


riſh, the regiſter is, conſulted; they know the 


confeſſor, he is inſtantly ſent - to his -pariſh, or 


informed agaigſt, if the caſe deſerves it, to the 
Archbiſhop, who takes away his power, for being 
accaſed and convicted of having made ſuch an 
iu it. orion nd id : 

ſo uſeful to Eccleſiaſtical government, has made 
ſuch rapid progreſs, and that paſters ſhew ſo 
much zeal for confirming and extending its em- 
pire ? The Petitioners can aſſure your Majeſty, 
that two of the moſt celebrated curates of Pa- 
ris, the curates of St. Roch and St. Andrew, 
are here ſo cordially united, that they never con- 
feſs their own ſick pariſhioners, without leaving 
certificates chat the prieſts of their chureh Who 
carry the Hoſt, may be in a condition to admi- 
niſter che ſacraments, with a full ſecurity of 
conſcience: They would take it ill, that in this 


caſe, the eecleſiaſties who are ſubordinate to 
them, ſhould truſt to their words. What goed 


Pariſian can be offended at his probity's being 
called in queſtion, when the paſtor himſelf con- 
ſents that his ſhall be ſuſpected? 


_ , Great examples, Sire, produce great things: 
from hence the uſe of certificates gained ground 


and encreaſed every day. Theſe important 


notes are no longer the price of a ſingle ſacra- 


ment. All orders of the ſtate, except ſome ma- 
giſtrates, who were always the patrons of the 
old; rubricks, preſſed to pay them homage. 
They became introduced even among your Ma- 
jeſty's troops; and no officer was received into 
the French Guards, without proving his voca- 
tion and courage, by a certificate of confeſſion. 
If we may believe a 2 fact, the affair has 
3 bn 


( 
in this reſpect been carried ſo far, that a young 
man related to Mr. Beaumont, being preſented 
without a certificate, to take poſſeſſion of the poſt 
of an enſign, it was decided by the regiment, 
that, to prove the great deference this body paid 
to the orders of the Prelate, they could not diſ- 
penſe with his ſubmitting to this law. A laud- 
able ſeverity that has hindered ſo dangerous a 
breach in a point of diſcipline of ſuch impor- 
tance to the military and chriſtian ſervice! 
Let the innovators after this exclaim againſt 
the inconveniencies of this ſalutary cuſtom ; let 
them ſay, that to add the moſt terrible excom- 
munication to a mere matter of form, the omyſ- 
ſion of which is not in its own nature a crime 
worthy of an anathema, is to impoſe on the faith- 
ful a yoke of ſlavery ; that the offence, what- 
ever it be, is more the fault of the confeſſor 
than of the ſick, who, though he has a right to 
aſk, cannot always obtain itz that the curates 
and other eccleſiafticks may make it a means of 
gratifying their own private revenge; that the 
certificate may be eaſily miſlaid by the negligence 
of thoſe who ſurrounded the fick ; that it is ſyb- 
ject to many other accidents z and that its loſs 
muſt frequently deprive ſouls of the grace of 
the ſacraments; that beſides, this caution is un- 
known in a great number of dioceſes in the Chri- 
ſtian world; that no veſtige is to be found of it 
in the hiſtory of- the Church ; that the Arch- 
biſhop of Paris has in yain ſearched the libraries, 
and turned. oxer the monuments which yet re- 
main of the antient diſcipline, to diſcover 
proofs of its antiquity; that the uſe of certi- 
ficates is capable of producing great evils in the 
State; that it may perhaps be employed to force 
your Majeſty's ſubjects to ſubmit to decrees con- 
A. | 3 trary 
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u to the rights of the Crown, and in favour 
of a foreign prince; and that, in the time of | 
league, it was of fingular ſervice in arming the 
faithful againſt their lawful prince, i 
Vain alarms, which untoward ſpirits endea - 
vour to inſpire, in order to deprive the Church 
of a diſcipline connected with its moſt eſſential 
intereſts. The doctors of the Sorbonne have 
fortified your Petitioners againſt ſuch pue- 
rile apprehenſions. Is is not very aſtoniſhing, 
this is their judicious remark, that we are at 
this time unable to produce the old certificates 
of confeſſion made in former ages? None of 
the learned are ignorant, that the laſt religious 
war coſt the Churches their precious titles, even 
thoſe to their poſſeſſions; and that the prote- 


ſtants, the enemies of confeſſion, deſtroyed, 


fword inhand, all the bundles of papers, andtook 
particular care not to let one of thoſe certi- 
ficates eſcape, that might be brought as evidence 


againſt them. 


If the teſtimonials of confeſſion may be miſ- 
laid in the houſe of the ſick, the fault can only 
be imputed te-thoſe that loſe them. The ſick 
may repair the damage by a new confeſſion, aud 
ought to take particular care not to make this 
neceſſary. 8 | 

The pretended fear of troubles, in times of 
civil war, is only a panick terror. They even 
render themſelves guilty, by foreſeeing ſuch miſ- 
fortunes, or by even recalling them to mind. If 
every thing that may be dangerous in ſuch cir- 
cumſtances may not be good in ordinary times 
there is no ſecurity for any eſtabliſnment. 

But the laſt reflection, which cuts off all dif; 
ficulties, and which the Petitioners propoſe with 
ſo much the more confidence, as it is more within 

| oi 2 their 


44 05 * 

their own province, is, that in al the affairs FR 
deſerve ever ſo little attention, itis a rule, an 
a ſtrict rule too, to require proofs in wiring, 
This is conformable to the peneral cuſtorhs 
ſociety, to the conſtant practice of all courts 
juſtice, and even to the decrees of 0 Ml 

In civil law, we Can obtain no favour, till we 
have proved by a writing, that we have the qua- 
lifications which render us worthy of Up Is an an 
perſon about obtaining a commiſſion? he mu 
prove by an inſtrument! in due form, that he has 
been a major, that he is a native, that he. IS, * 
the birth and ſtation ſuch a place makes neceſ- 
ſary, and even that he 1 18 A catholic, _ A candi- 
date who, on all theſe points offered no other de- 
claratiofi than his own word, would not be 
heard. Beſides, all the commodities Which en- 
ter the city, owe a duty to your Majeſty. Now, 
at the firſt, barrier a permit muſt be taken, i 
they would not be ſtopped at che ſecond: We 


cannot touch the revenues of the city without 


bringing along with us a receipt for the poll tax. 
Salt is delivered only to thoſe who are furniſhed 
with a certificate from the office appointed to re- 
ceive the price. Upon. what foundation then 
ought a chriſtian to go through the crowd of 
thoſe who run to the Holy table, without, being 
poſſeſſed of his permit 2 W hat ſtrange incon- 
ſtencies fill the human mind! They are unwil- 
ling, in an affair of ſalyation, to carry a writing; 
but to have ſalt, to receive revenues, or obtain 
a poſt, they comply With. this formality, without 
reluctance. a . ; 

With relatign to the courts. of juſtice z. abet 
would be ſaid. to the pling who ſhoulda 
without having his requeſt built on a writ 


and without having ir e the a 


Vos > 
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the es on Which he founded his titles? 
vac de cenſured for bein Ignorant of the con- 2 
tents of the ordonnance 48 1669 his demanc 
would be rejected, and he obliged to pay the_ 
coſts of BY In the eccleſiaſtical tribunals, 
are not more complaiſant with reſpect to i ar- 
ticle ; and this example is of great weight, that 
the official never pays any regard to the mere 
declarations of the claimants. Theſe reflections 
55 deciſive in favour of certificates of confeſſi- 
The faithful, who preſents himſelf at the 
holy table, or the ſick who demand the Viati- 
cum, is without contradiction the plaintiff, and 
the miniſter of the Church the defendant. We 
may even alledge the diſputes which for 
ſome time have ariſen on theſe matters, in which 
the aſſiſtance of the vergers, tipſtaffs, or run- 
ners ſtrongly fayour this idea. Now, if the de- 
fendant is the plaintiff, let him then fulfil the 
engagements which his character demands ; Jet. 
him make his title good, and juſtify his right 
in a legal and proper manner, by a certificate of 
confeſſion. 
In ſhort, let thoſe who are afraid of ſub- 
mitting to the law of certificates, conſult the or- 
donnances, and eſpecially the celebrated decla- 
ration of March 8, 1712., They will there, 
learn chat phyſicians are enjoined not to con- 
tinue to viſit the ſick, if in two days after 
they have informed them that they are in a 
ſtate of danger, the ſaid ſick perſons do not 
thew them a certificate of confeſſion *®. The 


whole 


N We will land require, that all phyſicians be obliged, tho. 
ſecond day of their viking ſick perſons attacked with, a fe- 
ver, or other ſickneſs, which in its own nature may prove 
mortal, to warn them to confeſs, or to ſee that they be warn- 


3 (10 NY; 
whole univerſe has applauded fo wiſe a law ; and 
it is an eternal ſubject for ſorrow and tears, that 
ſo” ſalutary an ordonnance ſhould remain unexe- 
cuted. oP! oY | 
Who indeed can avoid knowing, that the Al- 
mighty never created phyſic for thoſe who defer . 
or refuſe to confeſs ? That we ought not only to 
be in a ſtate of grace, but to be able to prove 
that we are ſo, before we can be worthy to re- 
ceive a purgative potion ; and that the impious, 
the heretic, the impenitent ſinner, has no right 
to the vivifying effects of rhubarb and ſena? 
It is then with great reaſon, that the declaration 
of 1712 enjoined that temporal aſſiſtance ſhould, 
without pity, be refuſed to thoſe who refuſed to 
ſet in order their ſpiritual concerns. What an 
admirable invention is that whoſe ſalutary effect 
was to convert ſinners, under pain of death, or 
to precipitate ſooner into eternal flames, thoſe 
who would not take the proper means of avoid: . 
ing them ; to put a ſtop, with reſpe& to them, 
till they were converted to all the healing effects 
of medicine; to prohibit the jeſuits bark, from 
exerting its influence in removing the fever of 
the body, while that of the ſoul remained un- 
f cured by confeſſion, and to ſnatch from that 
1 boundleſs empire which medicine boaſts, all 
conſtitutions rebellious to the Church ! 


cd by their families. We forbid the ſaid phyſicians 
4 viſiting them the third day, unleſs there be produced a cer- 
1 . tificate of their having been confeſſed, ſigned by the confeſſor. 
bu | | =——[Jnder the penalty for the firſt time of paying a fine of 
300 livres: for the Tecond offence, of being ſuſpended from 
1 the exerciſe of any employment during three months, apd 
for the third, of being deprived of their degrees, eraled 
1 out of the liſt of doctors, and for ever rendered incapable of 
it excrcifing the office of a phyſician in any part of our king- 
| dom. Declar. of March 8. 1712. 3 
| Since 


By Th 
Since . are forbid to defer 
the declaration of their patients danger, and on 
default of the exhibition of a certificate of con- 
feſſion, are ' obliged, under pain of loſing the 
benefit of their practice, to abandon a dying 
wretch to his unhappy lot, from how many 
ſtronger reaſons ought ſpiritual phyſicians to re- 
quire certificates, as the only proof that can be 
admitted. What a ſtrange contradiction would 
it be in our manners, if leſs precaution was 
taken about adminiſtring the ſacraments, than 
about a preparative for a purge! 
That certificates of confeſſion procure the 
Church the moſt precious advantages, your Pe- 
titioners flatter themſelves they have ſhewn by the 
ſuccinct detail they have juſt made; but, Sire, 
all they have ſaid ſuppoſes. that theſe notes are 
given and received without fraud; that they 
have a conſtant date; and that theſe writings, | 
which may be called Breviates of ſalvation, do 
not become the ſubject of a low and mercenarry 
traffick. 4 | 
It has long been remarked, that the beſt 
things, by being corrupted, become the worſt. If 
it ſhould happen then, that ſordid intereſt 
ſhould introduce ſhameful prevarications about 
the matter in queſtion, how many afflictive 
and — conſequences might ariſe from 
it! The miniſters of the Church would be con- 
ſtantly affronted, by being preſented with 
writings, which inſtead of being paſſports to 
heaven, would be the forgeries of avarice and 
impoſture. e n, 
No the only means of preventing abuſes of 
ſuch a dangerous nature, is to order all certifi- 
cates of confeſſion to be written on ſtamped pa- 
per, and ſubject to be regiſtered. TONY 


It 
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Jus at firſt fight, of infinite benen to 
give them a conſtant date. This precaution, 


which is taken in almoſt all the acts which paſs. 


in the ſociety of the Sorbonne, ſeem to be ſtill 
more r with reſpect to certificates of 
conteſſion. a perſon demands of his next 
neighbour the payment of a note for a crowng: 


he is obliged to have this act regiſtered, by ſet 


ting his hand to it; we durſt not appear in a 


.— of juſtice, without having fixſt ſatisfied: 


this formality; an aſñignment unconfirmed by a 
regiſter, would be a monſter, in the, order of 


Juſtice. And ſhould a. Chriſlian be permitted 
* approach the. holy table, er take the holy” 


Viaticum, 


Should the miniſters of the y adminiſter —— 
ſacraments to the faithful, without -an 


knowledge of the true ech of his oo Forum | 
than can be gathered from the teſtimony of a 


writing whoſe date is uncertain! IS it righe, 
that in ſpight of the moſt conſtant rules, this 
writing ſhould paſs between two perſons, gain 
credit with a third, and be obligatory with reſ- 
pect to him, without having any mark of au- 
thenticity? Here then is a way left open for 
the moſt pernicious. frauds. The Monks, ſe- 
duced by intereſt, may give acquittances for ſins 
not yet committed, and the hypocritical bearer 
of theſe notes, whoſe dates are anticipated, may 
come to the foot of the altar a ſettled : yillain, 
and by preſenting a falſe certificate, declare, that 
he acquitted and disburthened his conſcience of 
former crimes. ls it poſlible to ſupport the very 
idea of ſuch an abuſe? 

A. regiſter will not only prevent cheſe ſpiritu- 
al villainies, but alſo hinder theſe certificates of 
coaltiiok being, by ignorant and ill -deſigning 


men, 


an unregiſtered certificate! 


of 


; 7 
Mi, borrowed, ſold, or let out to hire: aid 
In a word, prevent this holy paper being uſt 
5 an indecent kind of ſtock jobbing, capable 
of ruining many conſcienees, 
The good of the Church, as well as the pub- 


ke intereſt; requires that a#trict attention ſhould 


be paid to th e certificates of eon- 
feſſion; and for the eftabliſhment of a regiſter 
'which ſhould be obliged to keep an exact ac- 


be depoſited in a particular office. By this 
means we ſhall be fure of tranſmitting to poſte- 
rity monuments of the diſcipline of the Church 
in the eighteenth century. much is it to 
be wiſhed; that this wiſe precaution had hot eſ- 
On the firſt paſtors who made uſe of certificates 

* confeffion! Their ſucceſſors would not experi- 


ence the troubleſome embatraffinent in which 
they now find themſelves, to prove the antiquity 


of ſuch an important cuſtom: How glorious 
muſt it be for the Petitioners to have thus con- 
tributed to the fupport of the eccleſiaſtical diſci- 
pline, and to have r offices become the archives 
of the Church, and the depoſitory of its mo 

precious writings! What can che innovators of 


future ages reply, when they will be oppofed 1 


the pious writings, whoſe exiſtence will be owin 

to the religiotis foreſight of the Petitioners,” © 

Jo thefe judicious motives the Petitionets 
Join one which is more particularly within their 
cognizance: it is drawn from the immenſe pro- 
fit which this eſtabliſhment may procure to your 
Majeſty. ' Every financer who has the ſpirit of 


| his profeſſion, and the love of the public wel- 


fare at heart, muft employ himſelf with indefa- 
tigable zeal, in diſcovering new means to-aug- 

ment your Majeſty's revenue; and what project 
| * cM 


6 


©unt” of theſe writings, the certificates ſhould 


4 . | f&  » ns 
$i can be ſo-worthy of ſuch an exalted view; as hut 
| of regiſtring certificates of confeſſion? If we 
judge of its produce by the number of confeſſio- 
nals, and o the faithful who frequent them, we 
may reaſonably flatter ourſelves a very handſome 
reward. But what is moſt truly admirable, this 
augmentation of the revenue, which the Peti- « 
tioners propoſe to your Majeſty; has for its foun- 
dation the holineſs of your ſubjects; the more 
conſtant this holineſs will be, the more it will be 
general, and the more conſiderable will be the 
benefit reſulting from their being regiſtered. It 
was reſerved for your Petitioners to invent a ſyſ- 
tem that eſtabliſhes ſo happy an agreement be- 
tween the Prieſthood and the Empire. 
Confeſſion, as the Petitioners have ſhewn, is 
a precept for every one, without diſtinction of 
rſons or conſciences. Here then all your Ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects are obliged to uſe certificates of 
confeſſion, and conſequently to have them en- 
rolled. What a ſource of abundance for the 
Cheſts of the royal treaſury! There is not an 
tax more ſolid, nor. better contrived, than thoſe 
which ariſe from things the moſt common and 
the molt neceſſary ; the duties of the royal aids, 
and the tribute demanded for the commodities” 
that enter the city, have for their baſis this great 
maxim: and if it was poſſible to extend it to 
the air which enters into the lungs, it would be 
fo much the better. This laſt is a reflection that 
we made at one of our laſt aſſemblies. Since, 
then, as no one can doubt, the generality of an 
impoſt is the juſt meaſure of the benefit it ought 
to produce, what advantages have we not a right 
to expect from enrolling certificates of con- 
28 : EY Theſe 
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Iheſe certificates being once ſubject to be re· 
Liſtered, will make room for other writings that 
ae in their on nature ſubject to the ſame for- 
mality. If one of the faithful, for example, 
-who has confeſſed without fraud, is refuſed a 
certificate on the part of the prieſt who ſhall have 
heard it, and this prieſt, through caprice, ill 
humour, or ſome ſecret motive, ſhall obſtinate- 
ly refuſe to ſign the certificate, it will not be 
Juſt, that a poor chriſtian, who has done all in 
his power, in order to prepare himſelf, ſhould be 
ſhamefully deprived of the ſacraments. Having 
as good a foundation to plead as an incumbent 
has againſt a refuſal of the Viſa, he ſhall be au- 
thoriſed to ſummon the confeſſor to make him 
deliver a lawful atteſtation, Now theſe ſum- 
monſes being ſubject to the law for regiſtering, 
the revenue would reap the benefit; and che] A 
duce of theſe caſual incidents would be far 
being inconſiderable. +. - 
It would be eaſy, Sire, to extend the necef ity 
of certificates of confeſſion, and conſequently. ts 
multiply the profits of regiſtring them. They 
have hitherto only demanded certificates of cot 
ſeſſion for the Euchariſt and the laſt ſacraments, 


and in many dioceſes they are not exact in'exe- - 


cuting the law of certificates in theſe two eaſes. 
Thanks to the zeal of the Archbiſhop of Paris, 
the curates of this Capital begin to introduce the 
cuſtom for marriage and confirmation. The 
biſhops will ſoon ſubject thoſe to it who ars tꝭ be 
ordained; becauſe the law by-which certificates 
ate preſcribed is general, and the motives on 
which it was made are e ee all the ſa⸗ 
craments. 9 10 Zan nne 

Beſides, if they reaſtig from conſequenees, 
(and can we Goubt of = b bilkops * cone! , 
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ii quite natural for them not to give the 66in- 
munion to any one whatſoever, throughout che 
whole year, without the ſight of a certificate of 
| confefion. Why do they in the veſtries give 
the ornaments to a prieſt; without the prelude of 
exhibiting a certificate in due form? Does nat 
the laying the maſs require as approved a ſanctity 
as merely to communicate? They will nat ſay; 
that as all prieſts ſnould be Saints by their pro- 
feſſion, they ought to preſume them ſuch with- 
out-confeſſion ; Qught not all Chriſtians te be ſo 
IF too, and is there/any difference between them in | 
this reſpect, but that of more or leſs in confider- : 
ang their vocation and their duty? And in reality 
we may aſſert without lying, that confeſſion is 
not leſs neeeſſary in all ſenſes to many prieſts; 
When they would ſay maſs, than it can be tp 
| Chriſtians whe would communieate. /-It is eaſy 
to perceive, that conſequences ſo juſt and fo ne- 
cCeſſary, muſt increaſe. the profits ariſing from the 
regiſter. | $72 
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Civil policy will not furniſh leſs room for ren- 
dering certificates of confeſſion more common. 
It is of infinite conſequence to the State, that 
none hut good Catholics enjoy places. What - 
indecency would it be for the office of a coal 
meter, an aulnager of cloth, your Majeſty's 
counſellor, or a ſeareher of hogs tongues, to be 
poſſeſſed by a citizen whole faith and piety are 
ſuſpected? It has been ordained by a particular 
declaration of May 14, 1724, that none of your 
\ _ Majeſty's ſubjects ſhoyld be admitted to fill any 


poſt, without producing, atteſtation of his life, 
\ manners, and the actual exerciſe of the catholic, 
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apoſtolic Roman religion, delivered by the cu- 
rate or vicar of the pariſh. In conſequence of 

_ \, this, they have for a long time obſerved, in filling 
\ | >”. 
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up many poſts, the cuſtom of demanding from <s > 
the candidates, certificates of confeſſion and com- 3 
munion; and they juſtly theſe certificates 
as the only Mon evo catholiciſm. Would 9 
they oblige a curate to certify that his pariſhioner, * 
by being exact in his duty, or by having been a 
churchwarden, was a good Chriſtian, if he had 
not confeſſed and communicated to aſſure him of 
his faith? Would it not therefore be very proper 
to make uſe of it in all employments, and even 
to extend it to all fraternities, academies, bodies 8 
of merchants, and en of arts and. « occu- 
patiend ) 

In ſhort, the petiticntrs have” tnade on this 
head a moſt intereſting diſcovery in the gloffary 


of Ducange; but let not your; ajeſty be ſur- 
priſed at this proof of erudition{$ for we honeſtly 
avow, that we owe it to th&iadvocite of the 43 


farms. The lives of financiers are ſcarcely ſuffi- 
cient to learn the foundation of the regulations 
relating to taxes, and the means of preventing 
frauds: it is not therefore at all wonderful, that 
they have. preferred reading their duty, to ſatis- 
fying their curioſity. They ought therefore to 
be excuſed for not having read a work, wrote in 
a language of which they have but little know: 
led 
We find in this gloſſary under the word Inteſtato, 
that in the thirteenth century, the moveable ef- 
fects of thoſe who died without confeſſion were 
forfeited to the lord of the manor. Now, as know- 
ledge increaſes daily in the Church, it cannot be 
doubted that they will long de] ay the revival of 
this wiſe cuſtom. Will it not then be of impor- E 
tance to prove the validity of this confiſcation, / 
that the proof of confeſſion be duly atteſted by a Pl .- 
certificate duly and * enrolled; and that 
D they 4 
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take care, in order to deprive your Majeſty: 
2 claim to the goods of thoſe who die un- 
— Vi to have authentic n. and fuck 
as cannot. be liable to ſuſpicion? | 
Nothing remains but. to to your: Ma- 
jcſty, ſome reflections on the — of eltabliſh- 
ing the regiſter for certificates of confeſſion: 

The acts paſſed by the notaries in all the cities 
in the kingdom are enrolled, the notaries of Paris 
only excepted: their known probity, which ſe- 
cures them from all ſuſpicion of an antedate, has 
made them merit this privilege. 

We believe, with ſubmiſſion to your Majeſty, 
chat the certificates of confeſſion delivered by the 
_ curates. of Paris to their penitents, may alſo be 
- exempted from being enrolled. The moſt hum- 
ble ſubmiſſion ——. which many of theſe have ſub- 
ſeribed the requeſt which the — of Paris 
has forced them to preſent in favour of 0 theſe certi- 
. ficates, and the zeal with which they have under- 
taken their defence, even at the expence of their 
liberty and their wealth, are a ſure pledge of the 
ſcrupulous exactneſs with which they will deliver 
them. An exemption from enrolling; will there- 

fore at the ſame time be both a kind of recom-- 
pence for the courage with which they have been 
willing to be martyrs to certificates of confeſſion, 
and an honour due to their quality, ag being cu- 
rates of the Capital. 

We ſhall ſay nothing to your Majeſty of the 
rates to be paid for enrolling each certificate; this 
you will regulate by your prudence: We be: . 
lieve, however, that it will — juſt to regiſter 

the certificates of confeſſion delivered to the 

ps. To many of theſe the Church and 
State have obligations for orting this holy 
practice, which they have had the reſolution to 
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repreſentations: 
that have been made againſt it. It would be in- 


— 
an example, to put them to expence; your 
Petitioners therefore n offer to enroll for 
mmm. 7 
But as it inn conſunt: 
Majeſty, for particular . diſcharges one 
village of a ſubſidy, it is laid upon the neighbour- 
ee er ſo for the ſame reaſon as yon diſ- 
of this tax on enrolling, a 
double = may be. laid on the magiſtrates who 
Ur 
arrets againſt theſe certificates, as well as the ad- 
vocates of Paris, who, in order to oppoſe them 
as much as in them lay, n 
_ and ceaſed pleading in all the courts. 
It would alſo be 


they ſhall de kept, in order to be made uſe of 
for obtaining the ſacraments. 'The miniſters of 
the — grant them on preſenting a certificate, 
only becauſe this certificate proves purity of con- 
ſcience obtained by confeſſion. Now, in making 
"uſe of this certificate many hours after its date, 
it may happen that in the intermediate time there 


may be new mortal ſins committed, ſo that the 
preſentation of the certificate may den be SG. 


'T hey may remedy this evil by obliging the 
prieſts to date their certificates not only in the 
morning or afternoon, as the notaries make their 


contracts relating to mortgages, but ſet down-the | 


very hour in which it was en ordering that 

it ſhall be taken to be regiſtered, and rene 

obtain the ſacraments the ſame morning, 

= afternoon. This is the cuſtom. in in rekidiem 
5 | Nas 


„that when.youd! 


to fix the time of en«. 
rolling theſe. certificates, and that during which 


5 4 0 Wo of: e . out by your 


* 8 3 33 
e ys ſubjects tor tranſporting their wine from 


che ſacraments. 


This apparent 8 wil prottire: inn 

rable benefits; for thoſe who have neglected to 
make uſe of their certificate will be obliged to con- 
feſs a ſecond time, and a new certificate will 
| make room for a ſecond enrollment. _ 
From all theie reaſons the Petitioners moſt 
| humbly requeſt, That it may pleaſe your Majeſty 
to receive them as appellants againſt the abuſe of 
the bull of Begedift XI, beginning with theſe 
Words, Inter cun#as ; giving them authority upon 
the appeal to ſay that it has been abuſed, and that 
confequently the ſaid bull be no longer barely en- 
titled, but repreſented as extravagame, for con- 
taining, things contrary to certificates of con- 
feſſion. 
M ay it be ordained, That all certificates of © con- 
ſeſſion to be delivered by eccleſiaſticks, through- 
out the whole extent of the kingdom, be writ- 
ten upon ſtampt paper, and ſubject to be en- 
rolled, on pain of being rendered void. 

May it be enjoined, 1 hat all eccleſiaſticks, whe: 
ther ſeculars or regulars, when they go to confeſs 
a ſick perſon, carry with them a paper properly 
ſtampt, and alſo a pen and ink; and that as ſoon 
as the confeſſion ſhall be completed, they ſhall be 
obliged,” before they leave the houſe, to ſign a 
certificate, in which they Jhall ſet down the _— 
*.0! 3UuT- 
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n ä and abba ck the 7 AY 3 = 
they have heard, and the preciſe: hour; in which ws 
| they finiſhed the confeſſion ; and all this unden 
Pain of ſuch certificate being rendered void. Ws. ; 

May they alſo be forbid, under penalties t th het WS 
inflicted, the writing the ſaid certificates in Latin, 
the ſaying ſimply that they have confeſſed the | 
_ 15 theſe preſents, and PURng ny the date 

tne ay. Tc» Aer 

May it be ordained, That the ſaid eniientes db 
preſence! to be regiltered immediately after their 

ing finiſhed ; and that they be of no value with 
_ reſpect to obtaining the facraments, except they 

be preſented to the Church the ſame morning, or 
the ſame afternoon in which they ſhall have 
regiſtered :. triftly forbidding all curates, vices 
&c. carrying the ſacraments in the morning, in 
conſequence of a certificate of confeſſion dated in 
the evening; or in the afternoon, in virtue of a 
certificate dated in the morning. The whole un- 
der pain of being proceeded againſt as diſturbers 
of the public repoſe, and of being puniſhed ac- 
cording to the rigour of the ordonnances. 

May it nevertheleſs be ordained, That by ſpe- 
cial favour, and without being attended with any 
ill conſequence, the certificates of confeſſion given 
by the curates of Paris fhall hold good, notwith- 
ſtanding the adminiſtration of the ſacraments be 
deferred, and without being enrolled ; and alſo 
that thoſe expedited for ſick biſhops by their con- 
feſſors, ſhall be regiſtered gratis. 

May it moreover be ordained, That the practice 
eſtabliſhed i in the pariſh of St. Sulpice, of keep- 
ing a regiſter, in which is inſerted the names of 
all the confeſſors who have adminiſter'd to the 
ſick, be extended to the other pariſhes ; and that 
the Petitioners have free licence to compel the ſaid 
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